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The Disability Network is a 
United Way non-profit Agency.  

To Promote and Encourage 
Independence for All People with 

Disabilities. 
That is our purpose - our mission.

At the Disability Network, we believe that 
it’s not the disability that prevents people 
from participating in our communities... it’s 

the barriers placed in front of them.

Disability is a natural part of the human 
experience, and in no way diminishes the 

right of individuals to:

- live independently
- enjoy self-determination
- make personal choices

- contribute to the community
- pursue meaningful careers

- enjoy full inclusion in the community

STAGES

STAGES, aptly named,  
stands for students in 
transition achieving their 
goals empowered and 

self-confident.  STAGES 
is      a community-based 

instruction program that enables youth 
to live and work more independently.  
Throughout the year, participants prepare 
for the challenges and opportunities of 
responsible adulthood.

Through this program, youth gain self-
confidence and develop skills that enable 
them to live and work independently 
when they leave the school environment.  
We believe that everyone deserves the 
opportunity to determine for themselves 
the kind of life they would like to lead.  The 
STAGES staff guide and support individual 
choices as each participant develops into 
an independent and responsible adult.

STAGES
Trans i t ion Program
Preparing youth for the challenges 
and opportunities of responsible 

adulthood



Citizenship
Citizenship is a fundamental part of being 

an independent member of society.  We 
will focus on obtaining a Michigan ID, 
volunteering, and practicing social skills. 

Personal and Relational Skills
Through the emphasis on personal and 
relational skills, students will become 
empowered for their own personal growth 
and learn about self-advocacy.

Money Management
One aspect of the STAGES program will focus 
on learning about daily handling of money, 
banking, and budgeting.

Health and Safety
Health and safety are integral pieces to 
maintaining well-being.  Students will learn 
about calling 911, safety practices, health 
care options, health and nutrition.

Home Living 
Skills
Our mission is to promote independent 
living for all.  Basic living skills like cooking, 
cleaning, phone calls, laundry, and shopping 
are integral to achieving that goal and 
are important elements to the STAGES 
program.

Community Awareness
Students will learn about the various 
community opportunities available to 
them in the area.  These include agencies, 
transportation, recreation options, and the 
library.

Employment/Post-Secondary Preparation
In preparation for impending adulthood, 
STAGES focuses on life after high school 
including: choosing a career, choosing a 
school, resume formation, and employment 
skills.

Helping
everyone

be a part of
our

community

STAGES participants are young people 
with disabilities who have been referred 
by teachers, parents, and other various 
agencies in our service area.  Students 
generally meet with transition specialists 
in small groups or in a one-on-one setting 
during normal school hours.  Occasionally, 
larger groups gather for special events 
when school is not in sessions  Through 
the STAGES program, youth gain self-
confidence and develop skills that enable 
them to live and work independently 
when they leave the school environment.

Program Focus 

Students in Transition   
 Achieving their Goals  
  Empowered and 
   Self-confident!


